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THE STRANGE HORSES CAME 
And then, that evening
Late in the summer the strange horses came.
We heard a distant tapping on the road,
A deepening drumming; it stopped, went on again
And at the corner changed to hollow thunder.
We saw the heads
Like a wild wave charging and were afraid.
  from The Horses, Edwin Muir (1887-1959)
The Strange Horses Came
CIVILIZATION ROSE on the backs of horses.  Before ancient 
man began to tame and domesticate this once wild beast, we 
hunted them for food.  But, even as a food source with short, 
zebra-like manes, their nobility is apparent in the prehistoric 
cave painting shown at right. Science seems to agree that 
horses were first domesticated on the Eurasian Steppes some 
6,000 years ago by the ancestors of Ghengis Khan.  By 2,500 
B.C. they had been fully integrated into developing human 
culture, especially as a prized instrument of war. 
 The horse holds a special place in American history 
and culture.  The horse is synonymous with the settling of 
the American frontier, the Civil War, and the “Old West.” 
George Washington was often depicted on horseback in many 
of the 18th and 19th century paintings that are so integral to 
the creation of the American myth.  
 Nowhere in America is the horse more cherished or 
idealized than in Kentucky.  Daniel Boone brought the first 
horses through the Cumberland Gap in 1769, only to have 
them stolen by the Shawnee.  By 1780, the first circular race 
track was established in Lincoln county.  The first evidence 
of horse breeding in Kentucky is an advertisement for a horse 
named Pilgarlick, which appeared in Bradford’s “Kentucky 
Gazette” on February 16, 1788.  Lexington had a race track 
by 1789.  The Kentucky Derby began in 1875, and the rest, as 
we say, is history, leading up to the World Equestrian Games 
in the fall of 2010.
 Today, homes, offices and restaurants around Kentucky are filled with horse related art. Typically, 
these are tasteful prints of jockeys or fox hunts or photographs of thoroughbreds in mist shrouded fields. 
These things are all quite lovely, but for our money, the best depictions of the horse in Kentucky have come 
from self-taught artists.  Take for instance, Garland Adkins’ carving (depicted at left), which has adorned 
our museum’s logo since 1997.  This carving captures the same sense of wonder as did those old paintings 
in that French cave.  We hope you find something just as wondrous in this exhibition of new works by 
self-taught artists from all over America.  As in Edwin Muir’s great, post-apocalyptic poem, we hope these 
“strange horses” also stand as some reason for hope in a battered world.    
Horse Heads, Chauvet Cave, France, c. 30,000 BC
JUL IE  BALDYG A  (1957)  was born in St. Matthew’s 
and resides in Louisville.  She began making art 
as a child.  Her first works were highly detailed 
illustrations of birds incorporating parts of ma-
chinery.  This early fascination with machines 
grew out of her family’s constant tinkering with 
equipment and electronics.  Recently, Julie has  
been working with turbines as a theme in her 
work.  She also does soft sculptures of larger 
than life “heavenly beings,” which reside in her 
basement and garage.
RANA BENSON (1972)  grew up in Morgan 
County, Kentucky. She currently lives in 
Morehead, after spending time in Georgia, 
South Carolina and New York.  She began 
making art objects as a child and carries 
that interest through until today.  This is 
the first time her work has been included in 
an exhibition.  She says her work is a “way 
of expressing inner feelings of the valleys 
and mountains of life.”
The Race, Julie Baldyga, 2009, 30 x 24, Acrylics on 
canvas
Painted Horse Skull, Rana Benson, 2010, 27 x 19 x 6, 
Painted skull on light box
BARBARA  BURTON (1952)  was born in 
Lincoln County, West Virginia. She 
began “free hand writing” in 1989 
and began making art in 2001. Her 
work is included in the collections of 
the Kentucky Folk Art Center and 
the Huntington Museum of Art. She 
describes herself as a “free hand 
writer, Ouija user and an artist.”
Myth Born, Barbara Burton, 2009, 21 x 27, 
 Oil paint, ink, pencil, white china 
marker on watercolor paper
Human Born, Barbara Burton, 2009, 23 x 29, 
 Oil paint, ink, pencil, white china 
marker on watercolor paper
L  BRENT  COLL INSWORTH (1943)  has spent his life in 
Hazel Green in Morgan County, Kentucky.  He began 
painting in the 1970s and also produces sculptural 
pieces.  For many years, Brent sold his works at area 
flea markets and other such gatherings.  His work is 
included in KFAC’s Permanent Collection, and it has 
been awarded “Best in Show” in a previous exhibition 
at KFAC.  Brent says that he has “more talent in [his] 
whole body than most artists have in their little finger.”
Wood Horse Pull Toy, Brent Collinsworth, 2010, 
20 x 18 x 6, Painted wood & artificial hair
Landscape with Horse, Brent Collinsworth, 2010, 
34 x 33, Tempera on canvas
JJ CROMER (1967) was raised in Tazewell, 
Virginia.  He currently resides in Pound, 
VA.  He began making art in the late 
1990s, and his art served as a “counter-
weight” to his work as a librarian.  His 
drawings are in the permanent collections 
of the American Visionary Art Museum, 
Intuit, and the Taubman Museum of Art. 
Mr. Cromer says, “Drawing for me is 
creating a world, mapping it, and finding 
myself lost in it, simultaneously.”
Budge Me - Just Try I, J.J. Cromer, 2010, 8.5 x 10, 
Ink, colored pencil & collage
Budge Me - Just Try II, J.J. Cromer, 2010, 8.5 x 10, Ink, colored pencil & collage
JOAN DANCE  (1940)  lives in Paducah, KY.  She 
always felt a “strong urge” to make art, until one 
day she painted a picture of a local church. Her 
work is on permanent display at the Library 
of Congress and in the KFAC Permanent 
Collection.  Joan’s work has been featured in 
numerous exhibitions over the years, and she 
was featured in the book “Kentucky Women” 
edited by Genie Potter.
A Horse of a Different Color, Joan Dance, 2009, 18 z 22, 
Acrylics
Home on the Range, Joan Dance, 2010, 18 x 22, Acrylics6
CL ARA  DEBNAM (1984)  was born in Raleigh and lives in Winston-Salem, NC.  Her first recollection 
of being interested in art comes from kindergarten.  She is the winner of the 2010 Save the Arts 
People’s Choice Award.  She is the youngest of eight children, and Clara says, “I believe that I 
inherited the gift of painting from my father.”
My Baby Girl, Clara Debnam, 2010, 18 x 24, Acrylics
7
TAD DESANTO (1947)  lives in Louisville. He began to make and sell art about five years ago.  Tad 
says that he loves “juxtaposition, composition, texture, and the happy accidents.” One of his works 
hangs in the Washington, D.C. office of Congressman John Yarmuth.  His work has been shown 
at KFAC and the Kentucky Museum of Art & Craft and is included in the KFAC Permanent 
Collection.
Birthday Boy, Tad DeSanto, 2009, 23.5 x 33.5, Painted cardboard, house paint, oil stick on Masonite
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CATHY H ILL  (1963)  lives in Louisville.  She began 
making art as a child, looking to storybooks and 
Sunday afternoon movies for inspiration.  Her 
work has been presented in numerous galleries 
and other venues around Kentucky, and she 
has illustrations published in several national 
periodicals.  She hopes that her work leaves 
viewers with the “impression that there is some 
underlying drama about to be revealed. 
CHRIS  H ILL  (1962)  was born into a creative 
family and lives in Louisville. Like his wife 
Cathy, he began making art as a child, drawing 
on the typical childhood sources of inspiration. 
Chris’ work has been exhibited widely in Ken-
tucky, and he is a proud member of Kentucky 
Crafted.  He says his creative process has been 
a  “personal journey and has not always been 
the most logical path to the resulting art.”
Rider on a Hill, Cathy Hill, 2009, 24 x 20, Charcoal on canvas
The Gilded Philly, Christopher Hill, 2009, 36.5 x 31, 
Mixed media
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NITA  KEELER  (1930)  was born in 1930  in Bellevue, KY.  Today, she lives near Falmouth.  Nita is 
a doll maker and teaches her craft at Eastern Kentucky University.  Her work has been featured 
in numerous national doll magazines.  Themes for her work include her neighbors, fantastical 
creatures, and characters from the American West.
His First Bet, Nita Keeler, 2010, 18 x 8.5 x 15, Soft sculpture with polymer 
clay head and accessories with foam board construction
Mint Patty, Nita Keeler, 2010, 21 x  19.5 
x 10, Soft sculpture with polymer 
clay head and accessories
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Lightning Bolt from the Run No More Farm, Nita Keeler, 2010, 18 x 15 x 8.5, Soft sculpture 
with polymer clay head and accessories
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JO NEACE KRAUSE (1935) was born and raised 
in Breathitt County, Kentucky. She 
currently lives in Nunnelly, TN.  She began 
painting at age nine and thought “why not 
become famous.” In response to a packet 
of photographs left for the museum’s 
director, KFAC acquired several of Jo’s 
early works.  Jo is also a talented writer, 
having published short stories and poems 
in various literary journals such as The 
Yale Review and Exquisite Corpse, Her 
collection of short stories, The Last Game 
We Played, won The Hudson Prize from 
Black Lawrence Press and was published 
in 2008.
Prisoners Under Control in Prison Yard, Jo Neace Krause, 2009, 22 
x 28, Oils on canvas
Cowboy and Indian Show, Jo Neace Krause, 
2009, 29 x 33, Oils on canvas
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Mary Rachel and her Grandmother (the horse as a traditional upper class sport), Jo Neace Krause, 2009, 43 x 52, Oils
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HAROLD L ABER (1931)  was born in Vermont and currently lives in Grayson, KY.  After retiring, he 
bought a wood working shop and began making utilitarian objects like bird houses and furniture. 
Then he began thinking about his “early days in the log woods” of Vermont.  This work is one of his 
first woodcarvings.
ALLEN LAKE (1924) was born in Jamestown, 
NY and currently resides in Morehead. 
He is a retired college professor. He has 
been making art and music all of his 
“conscious life.”  He has been married 
for 63 years this summer.  He and his 
wife have five children.
Loggin’ In New England, Harold Laber, 2008, 10 x 32 x 10, 
Wood, twigs, modeling clay & leather
Mare and Colt - mother and son, Allen Lake, 1998, 
6 x 8.5 x 3, Carved wood
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T IM LEWIS  (1952)  was raised in Elliott County and still resides in Isonville.  He turned to folk art 
after a stint in the military and working driving coal and log trucks.  He began his carving career by 
making walking sticks, but he soon turned to stone as his primary medium.  His work is included in 
numerous museum and private collections.  In 2007, he was named “Artist of the Year” by the Folk 
Art Society of America. 
Get Up Mule, Tim Lewis, 2010, 14 x 16 x 7.5, Sandstone
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WILL ARD MATHIS  (1930)  was raised in Grayson County, KY and lives in Louisville. 
A retired long haul trucker, Willard took up carving late in life.  Like many wood 
carvers, he prefers Basswood.  He carves sticks and full bodied animals.
DAVID MAHONEY (1938) was born 
in Louisville and currently 
resides in Fern Creek.  He 
began making art three years 
ago.  He has had works shown 
at a number of galleries in the 
greater Louisville area.  His 
work was part of a group entry 
that won a blue ribbon at the 
2009 Kentucky State Fair.
Horse Head Cane, Willard Mathis, 2010, 38 x 8.5 x 2, Cherry, maple and brass
The Four Horsemen, David Mahoney, 2010, 16 x 20, Oil pastel on board
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HAGAN MCGEE (1927) was raised in Manton, 
KY and lives in Louisville.  Like many folk 
artists, he began making art after retire-
ment when he began to think about his 
childhood in rural Washington County. 
His first painting won a Brown-Forman 
Purchase Award at the Kentucky State 
Fair.  Since then, his works have been 
selected for numerous collections and 
exhibitions.  He says, “I’ve had more success 
than I ever dreamed possible.”
Mowing Alfalfa, Hagan McGee, 
2000, 22 x 28, 
Acrylics on canvas
In Memory of a Fallen Soldier, 
Hagan McGee, 2006, 13 x 15 
Acrylics on canvas
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JANICE MILLER (1939) grew up in 
Lancaster and lives in Wilmore, KY. 
She began making art as a child and 
continues to the present day.  Janice 
has been a regular participant in 
exhibitions and fairs across the 
state.  Her subject matter is varied, 
but she says that she most enjoys 
painting the “animals that I grew 
with and tended to on the family 
farm.”
Cave of Horse Prayers, Janice Miller, 2010, 
26 x 34, Mixed media
Sacred Heads, Janice Miller, 2010,  
18 x 22, Acrylics
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PAM MORRISON (1960) grew up in Campbellsburg, KY and lives in Louisville.  She was fascinated with 
art as a child, but she didn’t begin painting until recent years.  This is the first time her work has 
been shown.
The Whisper, Pam Morrison, 2009, 51 x 38.5, Acrylics
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A Study in Horse Logic, Bruce New, 2010, 39 x 27, Pen and collage on paper
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< 
BRUCE  NEW (1970)  grew up in Burnside, KY and lives in Richmond. 
When asked about why he makes art, he says, “I’m not sure where they 
come from; I just have a compulsive need to make these things.”  His 
work has been featured in galleries across America, including Envoy 
Gallery in New York and The Hive Gallery in Los Angeles.
The Moon Totem, 
Bruce New, 2010, 
39 x 15, Pen &  
collage on paper
Riders to the Sea, Bruce 
New, 2010, 39 x 27, 
Pen & collage on 
paper
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MELODIE  PAST  (1975)  grew up in Louisville 
and Jackson and now lives in Morehead, 
KY. Melodie is a writer and painter, who 
became interested in both pursuits as a child. 
Her writing has been published in numerous 
magazines and anthologies, and her paintings 
have shown locally.  When not engaged in 
artistic activities, she likes to ask herself, 
“What would Wendell [Berry] do?”
Strum for the Roses, Melodie Past, 2010,  
20.5 x 16.5, Acrylics
Mare and Foal, 
Monica Pipia, 




MONICA  P IP IA  (1958)  was born in Chicago and currently resides in 
Lexington. Monica played both the flute and oboe and dreamed of 
painting for years before she actually put brush to canvas.  She received 
an Andy Warhol Fellowship Grant in 1998 and served as an artist in 
residence at the Atlantic Center for the Arts.  She says, “I am working 
with geometrical relationships, and the horse is my teacher.”
The Horse that Grew Wings, Monica Pipia, 2010, 40 x 60, 
Acrylics/mixed media on canvas
Horse Portrait Number One,  
Monica Pipia, 2008, 72 x 48,  
Acrylics/mixed media on canvas
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GUY PURCELL  (1935)  was born in Princeton, IN and lives in Ashland, KY. He started carving in the 
1970s and turned to carving as a full-time occupation after his retirement in 1995.  As one might 
assume from looking at Guy’s work, he has won many awards for his carving and has been featured 
in many shows.  He is one of the best traditional wood carvers working in Kentucky today.  
Running Wild, 
Guy Purcell, 2010, 
10 x 20 x 7.5, Driftwood
Flowing Mane, Guy Purcell, 2010 4 x 14 x 5, Pine knot
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J IM SHORES (1952)  lives in Rome, GA. 
Metal is his chosen medium.  His works 
are included in numerous collections, 
including the High Museum in Atlanta.
CHER SHAFFER  (1947)   
was born in Georgia and currently 
resides in Creston, NC.  She 
began making sculptures 
from Georgia red clay as a 
child. Her work has been featured 
in many exhibitions and in 
several books and is 
included in many 
prominent private 
and institutional 
collections.  “Living 
in rural areas,” says 
Cher, “informs and guides 
my work.”
Spirit Horse, Cher Shaffer, 
16 x 20, 2010, 
Mixed media
Wire to Wire, Jim Shores, 2009, 
25 x 33 x 15.5, Found materials
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Horses Came Strange, 
Charles Spellmann, 2010, 
40 x 52, Acrylics
GUY &  DOLL IE  SKAGGS (1951  &  1955)  
live in Elliott County, KY.  Dollie has 
made art in some way all her life. 
Guy took it up “as a way of living” in 
1992 after he retired.  Today, they 
work together on many pieces.  Their 
works are included in many Kentucky 
collections.
Drink Break, Guy & Dollie Skaggs, 2010,  
8 x 20 x 5.5, Painted wood & leather
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CHARLES SPELLMANN (1935) was raised 
in South Texas but makes his home 
in Arkansas. His work is included 
in the KFAC Permanent Collection, 
and he is represented by Boston’s 
Gallery ‘55. Charles works full-time 
as a psychologist.  He built his own 
home and bed and breakfast with 
lumber saved from tearing down old 
houses and barns.  
Horseless Carriage,  
Charles Spellmann, 2010,  
29.5 x 37.5, Watercolors
Iron Horse, Charles Spellmann, 
40.5 x 51, 2010, Oils
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SHELLEY STECK (1953) was born in Beaverdale, PA 
and currently resides in Webster, NY.  Shelly 
always enjoyed “doodling” until her husband 
discovered “an extravagant doodle and insisted 
it was art.”  Shelly works full-time as a Vice 
President for one of America’s major retail com-
panies.  Her art is a wonderful hobby that she 
shares with her husband, Tom.
TOM “Deacon Man” STECK (1948) was born in Harrisburg, 
PA and lives in Webster, NY.    In 2002, Tom saw a 
“Japanese maple branch  on the ground and thought 
it looked like a snake.”  So he carved and painted a 
snake, which he promptly sold.  He has been making 
art ever since, including numerous elaborate 
constructions.  His work is included in many private 
and institutional collections.  He says, “I believe my 
work is inspired by God, and many pieces are of a 
spiritual nature.”
Horsin’ Around, Shelley Steck, 
2010, 13 x17, Pen and ink
Diving Horse, Tom Steck, 2005, 
25 x 11.5 x 11.5, Carved, painted wood & found objects
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E ILEEN  STOCKHAM (1964)  grew up in Western Kentucky and lives in Somerset.  She began painting 
after the death of her “beloved grandfather” in 2004.  Like many folk artists, she used what she had 
laying around the house to make her first works.  Her work is included in the KFAC Permanent 
Collection.  Eileen is a member in good standing of the Alabama State Bar.
Lexington, Eileen Stockham, 2009, 12.5 x 14.5, Acrylics
29
CAROL THORP (1944) was born in Maine and 
currently lives in Louisville. Carol was 
introduced to drawing by her mother, and 
animals provide the subject matter for most 
of her work.  Many of her paintings have been 
purchased as gifts for children.
CHLOE VIENING-BUTLER (1982) was born and lives 
in Grand Rapids, MI.  She began making 
art “as soon as she understood the process of 
putting objects together to create new and 
better objects.”  She has owned a gallery and 
is very active in the local arts.  “The more 
sons, friends, and strangers I surround myself 
with,” she says, “the more I learn about the 
tenacity of love.”
Pinto, Carol Thorp, 2009, 12 x 12,  
Acrylics on canvas
The History of My Horses, Chloe Viening-Butler, 2009, 20.5 x 49, Latex and charcoal with enamel spray
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Red River, LaVon Williams, 
1995, 41 x 41 x 8, Carved wood
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LAVON WILLIAMS (1958) was born in Florida where he was introduced 
to wood carving by his uncle. He spent his teenage years is Denver, 
before coming to the University of Kentucky on an athletic 
scholarship.  He currently resides in Lexington.  One of America’s 
most important African-American artists, LaVon’s work is 
currently the subject of a national touring exhibition entitled 
“Rhythm in Relief,” which was assembled by KFAC.
Isaac Murphy, LaVon Williams, 1989, 13 x 38, x 4, Painted wood
Snow Ball, LaVon Williams, 2010, 24 x 14 x 4, Painted wood


